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Conductor’s Podium: Summer band slated 
By Dr. Peter A. Maggio 
It's that time of year again: The school year is about to come to a close, and everyone 
is looking forward to a nice, restful summer break (your band staff included!).  

I just want to take a moment to reiterate that I am very proud of our work this year, 
and I am looking forward to another year of progress and success. 

This final newsletter contains some important information for you regarding next season. It takes many weeks 
of planning to prepare for every school year, and this next year is no different. Please pay careful attention to 
days and times. (Continued, page 2) 
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The Hope High School 
Concert Band 
performed a varied 
program at its 2016  
spring concert in 
Hempstead Hall.
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(From, page 1) 
Again, I am privileged to be one of your directors. Have a safe and restful summer, and I'll see you all for 
summer band rehearsal on August 1st!  
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Hope High School senior band students graduating with the Class of 2016 include Darian Hall, saxophone; 
Jesus “Jesse” Hernandez, saxophone; Skylar Howard, saxophone; Alecia Conway, horn; Brittany Craig, 

SENIORS 2016

Seniors recognized for musical excellence, work
Senior Hope High School Band members were honored during the spring semester for 
both musical excellence and leadership.

Mario Valdez, horn, trumpet and drum major, was among 100 senior musicians across the 
state of Arkansas awarded the Governor’s Award for Musical Excellence, according to Dr. 
Peter Maggio, senior band director.

“Instrumental and vocal directors each nominate one senior,” Maggio said. “The 
nominations are then selected by a committee of educators from a division of the 
Arkansas Department of Education known as ‘Play It Again, Arkansas.’” (Continued, page 
3)
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(Continued from page 2)

Maggio said the PIAA is involved in promoting the arts in the public schools throughout 
Arkansas.

“Similar to the John Philip Sousa Award, the Governor’s Award for Musical Excellence 
recipients are selected based upon their musicianship, leadership, and citizenship in their 
respective music departments,” he said.

This year, the John Philip Sousa Award was presented to senior clarinetist Brittany Craig, 
Maggio said.

“The John Philip Sousa Award is the highest recognition that is given to an outstanding 
senior band member,” he said.

Maggio said the award is based, in part, upon eligibility of a school district to make the 
presentation.

“Award recipients have to be outstanding players, leaders, and citizens to be eligible for 
the award,” he said. “Only one is given to each eligible district per year.”

Also honored this spring was senior flautist Onesha Edmond, recipient of the HHS 
Director’s Award.

“The Director’s Award is awarded to an outstanding senior who demonstrates integrity and 
leadership in their local band program,” Maggio said.

As we all know, an excellent marching season begins with summer band rehearsals.  
This year, the band staff has worked diligently with the coaching staff to work around most 
potential conflicts.  

Attending summer band rehearsals is a requirement in order to earn a spot in the marching show. 

The 2016 summer band rehearsal dates are as follows: 

July 25 & 26  9:00 am - 12:00 noon   Percussion & Leadership Team 
August 1 & 3  9:00 am - 12:00 noon   Full Band 
August 2 & 4  1:00 pm - 4:00 pm   Full Band 

We have alternated days with the coaching staff to work out issues with facilities. 

Those individuals who are selected for leadership positions will be notified before school lets out 
and with an additional letter during the summer. 

Further information will be sent via mail during June. If you have any questions, please contact the 
band staff. 

Seniors recognized for musical excellence, work
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Senior clarinetist Brittany Craig performs a solo during the HHS Concert Band spring concert rendition of 
Psalm 42, by Samuel Hazo. The concert is a tradition at HHS, and was performed this year at Hempstead Hall. 
— Ken McLemore, Hope Public Schools 

Spring Concert Scenes


